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Indies." It is to be hoped that this very desirable object will be at- 
tained. In the following table some recent data for Jamaica and 
other colonies are given : — 







Rates per 1,000 Population. 


Illegitimate Births. 
Per Cent. 


Colony. 


Year. 


Marriages. 


Births. | Deaths. 




♦1896 
*1897 
1896 
1896 
1895 
1896 
1896 


4.6 

4.3 

6.94 
6.09 
5.20 


38.8 22.7 


60.8 


Trinidad 


38.5 

28 

33.7 

40.4 

44.93 

32.6 


22.1 

29 

26.6 

22.4 

20.80 

21.7 


61.1 

72.6 
68.1 


St. Lucia 


59.38 
49.60 




13.2 



•Year ended March 31st. 

The very high percentage of illegitimate births naturally evokes 

the most serious attention from the registration authorities. They 

say that " so long as the present irresponsibility is possessed by those 

who cause this stream of social impurity to flow over the land, nothing 

better can be, indeed worse must be, expected." The remarks of 

Mr. Frederick L. Hoffman on the " Negro in the West Indies" * are 

quoted with approval. 

Cress y L. Wilbur. 



MORTALITY OE NEGROES. 



To the Editor of Quarterly of Statistics ; — 

In your December number a brief notice of the Sixth Biennial 
Report of the North Carolina Board of Health says : "In a former 
report it was stated that, contrary to the usually accepted opinion, the 
negro was less susceptible to malarial diseases than the white man. 
The reports showed the death rate from that disease to be two and a 
half to one as against the negro. This fact has only been emphasized 
by the more accurate report for 1896," etc. 

Allow me to correct an inaccuracy in the first sentence above 
quoted. What the report under review really says is : " In our last 
report ... we also adverted to the fact that, contrary to the usually 
accepted opinion, that the negro was less susceptible to malarial 

* Publications American Statistical Association, June, 1895. 
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diseases than the white man. Our reports showed the death rate to 
be two and a half to one as against the negro," etc., as above. 

It is more important, perhaps, to point out that the mortuary 
statistics in the report are made up only from returns made by certain 
named cities and towns. " Our vital statistics continue meagre, reports 
being made only by cities and towns," etc. . . . The few remarks 
which follow (including the passage quoted) are based on this table. 
Now less than 10 per cent of the total colored population of North 
Carolina is found in the cities and towns which have a population of 
2500 or more, and from two of these towns (given in the table in the 
Report) no deaths (of white or colored) from malarial fever are 
reported, while it is altogether probable that there were no such 
deaths in Asheville, the returns from which town, however, are not 
found in the Report, so that the number of urban negroes exposed to 
malarial influences is but small compared with the total colored pop- 
ulation of the State. It is very possible that while a greater popula- 
tion of the colored urban than of the white urban population dies of 
malarial diseases, at the same time the rural negro may be less 
susceptible to them than is the rural white man. That the negro in 
an average malarial country district of the South is less susceptible 
than the white man to such influences is the view still held very 
firmly, I believe, by the great majority of southern physicians, although , 
unfortunately, accurate statistics on this important question do not 
seem to be attainable. 

F. J. B. 

OPERATION OF POLL TAX IN IOWA. 



In the Seventh Biennial Report of the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
of Iowa, 1895-96, some interesting data are given in regard to the 
operation of the poll tax in Iowa. In Des Moines there are supposed 
to be over 10,000 liable for this tax, of which, in 1895, 13 paid it in 
cash, 4311 worked out the tax. In 1896, 47 paid it in cash, and 4280 
worked it out. It cost the city $2500 to collect the tax for each 
year. Three dollars was the sum to be collected from each able- 
bodied male citizen between the ages of 21 and 45. 

In Sioux City, 2979 persons are liable for this tax. In 1895, 300 
of them either paid or worked out the tax, and in 1896, 388 did the 
same. In 1896 it cost $240 to collect the tax. 



